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Mx e Maven, and You: my. 1 honored and 
beloved FzrTOw-Crrauns and — e f 


HOUGH the many Teſtinionies: of, 
Indulgence and Favor, with which You: eral 
been pleaſed to diſtinguiſh my Conduct, fince You 
honored me with one of your Seats. in Parlement) 
ſhew that you are too ſenſible and too faithful 8 ” 
to be inattentive to what paſſes in the National Council; 
yet, I think it incumbent upon me to give You a more 


particular Account of my Stewardſhip, and to call 2 _ 


You for further Advice. and nn 1 a moſt 
weighty and intereſting Occaſion. rl: 2 
KA. 11 


p< $4 2+ - -» — «+ 


In a former 3 _ this 85 21 thought i it | 


ebay to to re vety 
but too much We, in , Princip e oy Grlementary Po- 
lity, the Duty of Members, to inform and conſult their 
Conſtituents, hn a ny Demand made, or any 
new Matter introduced, in Parlement, and not to pro- 
cede to a Determination, without tihe 725 and Inſtruę- 
ac e ane M br 
Agreeable to this W os 1 my Duty, 1 
gave You the earlieſt Notice poſſible of what I appre- 
hended gevrjan] infrions Arthck-ppon be Conſttu 
tion, in a former Seſſion. But, from the precipitation, 
with which that Matter was determined 11 70 FA 
Sin eee Pe e 8 ner had You 
portunity of giving it the juſt ppoſition, "" F 5 = 
too late. | 
I find myſelf under the; like-Neceſlity of applying to 
You again, at this critical Conjuncture, and hope for 


2 Succeſs; as ſome TE have a t 
. Wi poi i&ropr Gig 2 110 
guard — the threatened Evil. 
When You read the Report of a Committee of the 
Houſe of Comivons, appointed to inquire into the Ap- 
plication of the Money granted for the Support, and 
into the State, of the Military Eſtabliſhment of this 
z othough that Committee had not had 1 
toriiquire” inio half the Grievances and Abuſes of thi 


Eckabhchment; Von will find, that they make che 


Preſent appear, the! moſt expenſive and durdenfome, 
_ thingh the leſt efficacious Eftabliſhment in Europe. 
n wilk appear to. Tou, that while the Erg lib Efta- 
blihment-is fourtysſeven or four- eight Men, to a Com- 
pany of Anfantry, gurs is but twenty- eight to a Conn 
Panp- with the ſame. number of Officers is in Englind, 
that is, one Captain, n „ one Enſign, twW·o 


82 „ Serjeants 
* Seflion of the Year, 1785. 


11 


Sijedhts, two Corporals to twenty-ei vat 
and a Drummer. While, N 25 3 Mo 
| four of theſe twent j-Sghtt, will be foutnd but nö 
pe i SL in, whoſe Pay i is deſtined t to other 4 
urpoſes. | - es 
It will appeary that che Glpr Srifok "of Gee is 
ſtill greater in the Cavalry. To each tgop, of Horſe, 
there are one Captain, one Licutenast bis inet, 
one Quarter- maſfet ani two Corpdrale ich he y private 
Men, and one Truftpets; of 'WHicf; Beſides other 
| Deficiencies, four are alſo nominal, what are Glled | 
Keſpit and Warrant Men, whoſe Pay. is deffiritd. 4 
dther Purpoſes. 
It will ao peilt that dis dilprbperady * Mil 
greater in the Dfagdons: For, to each Troop of theſe, 
there are one Captain, one Eieutbnant, dne Cornet, 
one Quarter-mãſter, one Serjeant; two. Corporat: 8% 
one Drummer, and one Hautboy, tb twenty private 
Men; of which alſo, beſides othet Dekiciencits;: for 
are nominal onely, Warrant-men; ,whoſ© Pay ib Mſhn- 
ed to other Purpoſes z while the Hautboy is © Nop- 
entity, whoſe Pay and Ovathingh n ſome of the 
many Perquiſites of the Colbnels. „ S091, 
And thus our Military Eſtabliſhment, cilenlatid or 
| twelve thoyſand effeRtive Men, Officers: ineluden, 
though the Number in the Kingdom, in Times :6f the 
utmoſt Danger and Neceſſity, has been under half that 
: Number, and has hardly ever been kept up tb td thirds 
thereof, ſwells to the enormous Sum of nine hundred 
and ſeventy ont thouſand and ſeven Pond, ſixteen 
- Shillings and eleven Pence halfgenny, that is, neax, 
. Million in the laſt twa Mears accounted. for to Par! - 
ment. Let me giye You 5 more clay a of 
the Expences of this, Eſtabliſhmen 
the fallow 'S 


* if 


ending the 31ſt. of March , vole 
ſeveral Heads: 


1 8 


2 . 


Nee N 


1 General Officers, almoſt entirety" A, 


'L 13955: 4-174. 


44 1 


Bon- reſident, ſo that at the Con 
_ cluſion of the Peace, we had not 9” 
enough to reduce the Forces; and} $7215 10 
5 ſcarcely have at any Time enough | * © + 
3 to review them, or tomake a Board, SE 
unleſs by ſpecial Command. 43 Fay Eb, 
2. Horſe, Dragoons, and Foot, 8 
* Colenels are moſtly er ng 3% 4 
r 


2 


. 
* * 
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3. Warrant: | wg WE 26062 © =: 

4. 4+ einer Guards the 1 » 3783 16 * 
t Pay for roops in 

* oy — 3 7527 6 4 


0 Saber, with their den 2 7458 10 


itary Penſions, which never - 
_ } G2 3.5, 


8. Half-pay, hardly ever Diminiſhod 75150 18 * 
9. Military Contingencies 5000 | 


43007 6 2 


10. Ordnance, with it's =? e Ltd 


Contingencies, &c. from Fan. 1. 
1762 to Mar. 37. 10 === 1 


. Barracks - 2 2667 


3 of Officers who =} 1 1138 * 


In all oP 971007 1 16 116 


But, if You come to inquire what has been _ in 


the Treaſury, on Account of the Military Eſtabliſh- 
ment, for two Years, ending the 31ft. of March, 1767, 
You will find no leſs a Sum charged to the Nation than 


£ 1002179. 14. 6, vim an Arrear, unſatisfied of | 


Jn 


* 


Um U 


In the Tray 1700, the Eſlabliſhwent of twelrechon- 
ſand Men was kept up in twenty-five Regiments, Ca 
valry and Infantry included. But the preſent Eftabliſh-; 
ment, for the like Number of Men, is compoſed df 
fourty two Regiments, which. excedes' the former, by 
no leſs than ſeventeen Regiments ; a greater Number, 
by ſix Regiments, than was ever before kept up in 
this Kingdom, in Times of Peate. And this will be 
found one material Cauſe of the enormous Increaſe of 
the Expence of the preſent Military Eſtabliſnment. 
For the better - underſtanding this Matter, it may 
be proper to ſtate the Eſtabliſhment, as it ſhould be, ir 
complete, and to compare it with what jt really: appears, 
from the Muſter Rolls, to have beet on the firſt of 
_ Offober 1767. $3 
The Nation has provided for ar Rs of 
Horſe, eight Regiments o: E A upd Cry Rig 
1 8 : 


TUES | Com, and non Cer. Oh Pinus Men 

The four GPs of Horſey 18 gh 561 
- ſhould conſiſt: of 248 1 18 

The eight Regiments of Dr + 6 gt 
goons, conſiſt of 1 483 % 


The thirty Regiments of . 5 Ty | i 
Foot, conſiſt of 4 756 
r ———ů— 
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Le 
80 t there are 2040 Officers, Commiſſioned and 
non⸗Commiſſioned, appointed to command onely 900 
private Men, which would wake: in the ate if 
at home and complete, eee 

But if we deduR from this Number, 3 6 
- Regiments abroad; of 453; Officers 
and 1512 Men; making in the Whole 
1 965—together with the Deficiency: gt 
upon the Muſter of the Troops at 
Home on the firſt. of OHober laſt, 


which was 2147 Men. In all 222 12 . 
We mall find left at Home for the de- 5 5 
 fenceof the Kingdom, but J 1986 M Met. 


3 


number or efficacy of the military Eſtabliſhment, has 
been increaſing continually | for ſeveral Years 9 5 
till it has accumulated to the enormous Sum before 
ſtated. 

Vou will find, that the next Charge of the Mili- 
tary Eſtabliſhment, from the 3ſt Day of March, 
1751, to the ziſt of "March; 17675 amounts to no 5 
| tes a Sum than ( 8 79 
And, that the Suns pa yed on Acdouitt'of Regiments 
abroad, within theſe Peficds, amsunt to no leſs than 

671610 8 11 
The Txpences f in both Inſtances, u increaſing 
from one Seſſion to another. 

"You will find, the Charge of the military Eſtabliſh- 
ment, in the four Years immediately preceding the 
late War, reckoning from the 31ſt of March, 1751, 
to the ſame Day of March, 1755, amounted to the 
Sum of L 1661542 10 104 
Which, upon a Medium, makes the Charge of each 
fwo Years amount to £83011 55 * 


3 4 4 1 
* * : ; FE 


And that the Chatge for tle ſame purpoſes; in b 
paſt! two Years, 'cothputed from the 31ſt of Mareb; - __ 
17693 M of Mareb, 1767, amounts to the 3 
Sum of © {1108285 % _— 

So that the charge for the laſt two Vears, excedes _- 
the Charge for two Years preceding the late War, at a 
Medium, in the Sum of F 277516 % ] 
Although the number of Mer be fuppored in each 
Period was the ſaine.. 

Vou will find; that. the Charge of Wirrant:Men, 
and their Cloathing from 31 March, 1757, to 31ſt 

| nch, 1 7675 amounts to no leſs a Sum- thn 
L 264958 464 _ 

And that, though W under the Head of Ge- : 
Berat Officers; for twa Years; ending the 41ſt of 
March, 1755, which was then [7 44048 18 _ 

Has in the two laſt Years; reckoned from the 3ſt of 
March, 1765, to the 3 March, 1767, increaſed 
to the Sum o ([ £opars 10 
| That is; to an excedin'g of =: 23161 ä 

Vet notwichſtanding, though there are td Lieu ter 
nant-Genefalz; and ten” Majbr-Gererals, upon this 
Eſtabliſiment, it appears, from a Letter from the Earl 
of Northumberland to the Commiſſioners of the Britiſh 
Treiſury, (Hat thoſe valiant Officers were of ſuch a 

puny, delicate; ſickly Frame, that they could not bear 
the Fatigues of the moſt peaceful Campaign in Ireland, 
for even the Air of the Climate, and were didfore | 
forced to quit the Country, for the Recovery of their 
Htalth, by Better Air ard other means than this poor 
Kingdofn afforęed, anü fo left it in ſurti Numbers that 
trough c nt be found to hold Boards, which are 
Countils to the Government; in Military Matters, 
Y ds the''8tHer Parts of the duty of Genera Of. 
Akers; ops che Staff here; untif Nis NE vas _—_ 


„ 1 
to direct, a young Nobleman and Soldier, a native of 


the Country, capable of bearing Toil, and inured to 


the inclemency of the deſerted Soil and en to . 
as a Major General. 2 
. You will find, that though the Expentes of Bar- 
racks have been moſt immenſe and are yearly increaſ- 
ing, there are large Sums charged for Lodgings, for i 
want of Barracks, as alſo for extraordinary Forage. 

Neceſſary Attention to Brevity, obliges me to over- 


look ſeveral Abuſes in Muſters, Checques, and Off- 


Reckonings; of Exceſſes in the Stock- Purſes, Qc. 


and the Pay of fititious or nominal Men, as Haut- 


bois to the Dragoons, Oc. being ſunk in the Pockets 
of the Colonels : for which, I ſhall refer you to the 
Report. But, I cannot overlook a Return made by 
the Muſter-Maſter General to the Houſe, which, 
though intituled, An Account of Effective Men, the 
Deputy Muſter-Maſter General confeſſed, it included 


contingent Men, and fiQtitious or imaginary Hautbois, 
By this, it appears, there was a Deficiency, 'in 


the number of private Men, to complete the 
Eſtabliſhment, at the twelve laſt quarterly Muſters 
therein mentioned, at a Medium of 1552 Men; 8 


ing Contingent Men and Hautbois. 


The full Pay of this Deficiency, if they were alt 
Foot, would amount to no leſs a Sum annually A | 


that of . L 18882 134 


Which for the three Years, would amount . to 
' £56648 0 o 

But as 1 of the defeQive Men muſt be of the 

Cavalry, the Sum muſt be till more conſiderable, | 
And yet notwithſtanding, it will appear, that = 
Amount of the Savings, for which Credit has been 
given to the Nation, upon the Pay of non- effective, 
non · comiſſioned Officers, and private Men, for four 
Vears, 


Ln 1 
1 from the 31ſt ol March, 1751. no more than 

the Sum of | 4 4230 ke 55 5 
The leaſt Difference in Prejudice }- $247 7 1. 
of the Nation, then is no leſs than 
But this Prejudice to the Nation will appear fill N 
ſtronger, when it is conſidered, that the complete Re- 5 
duction of the Forces did not take place, till the latter i 
end of the X ear 1764; that Orders were iſſued by | 
Government, not to recruit the Regiments, that were i 
to be reduced, and that the Return of the Muſter- 
Maſter General ſhews, there were great Deficien- 
cies in the ſeveral Regiments upon the Eftabliſhment, 
by the ſeveral quarterly Returns of that Officer, com- 
priſed in the former, down to the 1ſt of January 1765. 
The full Pay of theſe Vacancies, which muſt amount 
to a very conſiderable Sum, ought, undoubtedly, to 
have. been charged to the, .Credit of the Nation, which | 
does not appear. | | 

It alſo appears, that notwithſtanding the enormous 
Sums payed for Barracks and Lodgings, there are ſtill 
Barracks for Cavalry wanting. That there are Barracks 
more than enough for the Foot. That the firſt Expence 
incurred for Lodgings, for want of Batracks, was in 
1759, and the firſt Expence for extraordinary Forage, 
in 1762. And, what is very remarkable, theſe Ex- 
pences rather increaſe, than diminiſh, with the appa- 
Tent Deficiencies of Men to complete the Eftabliſh- 
ment. 

It is not difficult to conceive the Cauſes of theſe De- 
"anos: They are principally theſe ; the Cloathing 
of each Regiment, however deſective it may be, is 
payed for by the Public, as if the Regiment was com- 
plete; the removing Cheeques upon Vacancies of 
every kind, has been conſidered as a matter of Courſe; 
and the Subſiſtence of vacant Men is applied to the Cre- 

dit 


1 
dit of the Stock- Purſes, and Non-effeQive Funds, i in- 
ſtead of being applied to the Credit of the Nation. For 
further particulars of theſe Funds, I refer You, for 
for Brevity, to the Accounts, annexed to the Reports. 
The Committee being! ſtinted in Time, and judging 
it neceſſary to report the Progreſs, they made, though 
unable to go fully through their Inquiry, came to the 
following Reſolution : : . . 
Reſolved, that it is the Opinion of this 0 mmitt ee, 
| that an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty to 
lay before his Majeſty the Report of the Committee, 
appointed to tale into Conſideration the Military Eſta, 
bliſhment of this Kingdom, to acknowledge, with the 
warmeſt gratitude, his Majeſty's conſtant Attention to 
the Welfare of his People; to expreſs the utmoſt Con- 
fidence in his Majeſty's Wiſdom, that if upon ſuch 
Repreſentation, any Reformation in the ſaid Eftabliſh- 
ment ſhall appear neceſſary to his Majeſty, ſuch Alte- 
ration will be, made therein, as will better provide for | 
the ſecurity of the Kingdom, and at the fame Time, 
reduce the Expence of the faid Eſtabliſhment; i in ſuch 
a manner, as may be more fuitable to the Circumflances | 
of the Nation, and to give his Majeſty the ftrongeſt 
Afurances, that this Houſe will upon all Occations, 
to the utmoſt of their Abilities, Jupport his Majeſt y's 
Government, with Honor and 1 
The Houſe cheerfully agreed = their Comme. 
The 2 a was preſented to his Excelſency and ſent to 
his Majeſty. Vet his Miniſters have thought fit, inſfead 
of the deſired or neceſſary Reformation, Mead of ſuch 
an Alteration of the Eftablifoment, as might better provi 
for the Security of the Kingdom, and at the ſame Ti 
to reduce thi Expence of the Eflabliſhment, ſuitable to the 
Circumflances of the Nation; to require of us poor and 
miſerable as we are, to increaſe our ue profant e 


3 


4. 54. 4+, - 


2 11 
ent, e e te hundreds af" t of 


eat brian, with all Ws "Ricks and boundleſs 55 


Trade. 


here, n is approkeniteit that the 


Pen procedes upon Miſinformation from his Mi- 
niſters, it becomes the Duty of every loyal Subject, 
of every true friend to his K ing and Country, to give 
all lauful and juſt Oppoſition, by a proper Application, 
in ſome Inſtances, to the Courts of Juice,” in others 

to the high Court of Parlement. 

It hecorhes my. Duty then, to explane to you, your 
ee ee with reſpect to the Points f in 


5 Queſtion, and to demand your Judgement and Inflruc- | 
tions/for my future Conduct. I find myſelf the more 


neceiſitated to make this Application; becauſe 1 have 
bad:the:Misfortune to have had no actual Collegne or 
Coadjutor,- ſince I haye heen honored with your Seat 
in Parlement, and the Matter under Seng vas 1 


momentous-for my ſole Judgement, withour the A- 5 


tance and inſtructions of my Conſtituents. 


By what I have already ſaid, Tou mah reafily con- 


en Siate and Circumſtances of Our 
denſom and ill managed military 
hall in the next Place, endeavor to explane te to You, 
the Nature of the Augmentation Propoſed and the 
Conſequences to be apprehended from it For the 
better (Elucidation-of which, I ſhall give You 2 an Ab- 
tract of the Reportof a / Comenittee, appointed to mquice 
into the Riſe and Progreſs of the Military Not, 
which twice, broke open the Gaol of News date, on the 
Sixth and Seventh of Auguft” 1765, a 


Means uſed for ſuppreſſing the ſame, and for raul 
ing che-Offenders, of NE had the Maar 
Chair- man. 1 55 —2 

From theſe, You will EP Fas 3 my N 
Othedion to an Increaſe of our Military Force 1s _ 


— 


into the 


r 
J 


1 


muchthe expence and abuſe of the preſent Eſtabliſhment, 
or even the almoſt inſurmountable Difficulty of this poor 
Kingdom's being able, cramped and reſtrained as it is, 
in almoſt every Branch of its Trade, and near . a. Mil- 
lion in Debt, to. ſupport ſuch an .Eftabliſhment ; but 
the almoſt poſitive. Certainty, that an Armed Force, 
more than ſufficient for the abſolute defence of the 
Kingdom, mult ſooner or later, after the Example of 
other Nations, prove Fatal to Civil- Liberty, e 
The Method, I find myſelf forced to take, to 
oppoſe Meaſures, in my apprehenſion, moſt Dangerous 
and deſtruQive, may with Perſons of your ber ug 
Senſe of Loyalty, requite ſome Apology, . 
FFP 

my Life and Conduct and every Purpoſe of my Heart, 
I need not repete the warm and ſincere Sentiments of 
Affection, Loyalty, Duty, and particular Obligations 
to our moſt Gracious Soveregne, which ever have and 
ever ſhall animate and diſtinguiſh my Conduct to his 
Majeſty, regardleſs of the repeted il treatment oi: e 
of his Subſtitutes. 
But though, from that Duty and AﬀeRion,. which 
I owe his Majeſty, I am ever. ready to pay all. juſt 


Reſpect and Reverence to his Miniſters, and ever have 


concurred with them, in all Meaſures, that appeared 
to me, for the mutual Honor and Advantage of the 
Crown and the Subject; yet, I ſhall always think it 
my indiſpenſable Duty to my Sovetegne, to my Country 
In general, and to You, MY MUCH HONORED” AND 
BELOVED CONSTITUENTS in particular, to- give all 
Juſt and- parlementary Oppoſition to ſuch Meaſures, as 

to me appear, in any ſort derogatory. to the Honor of 
the King, or the Intereſt of the People, however 
ſanctified ſuch Meafures may come under the awful, 


131 
ſacred Name of Majeſty. een bez”: 20 So have 
two often been, fniſunderſtood.” 

No man is more ſenſible of chit nolitical or 2080 
Virtues and Perfections that adorn his Majeſty, than E 
am. No man is more thoroughly perſuaded than I, 

that the King can do no Wrong, from the Concurrenee 
of his Royal Diſpoſition, with the Spirit of the Laws. 
And therefbre; no Man more ready to pay due Obedi- 
ence and reverence to the Commands of his Majefty, 
iſſuing n ths” Tome ene o = __ e 


155 n. 


. as at u tho Difziioe,; wk wares ten 
nately for us ! placed from the Royal Preſence, his Ma- 
Jeſty, with all his natural Goodneſs: 6f-' 'Heart- and gra- 
cious Diſpoſition towards his faithful People; can onely 
act by Repreſentation ; and as his Miniſters may not 
always be perfectly well informed of the State and Cir- 
cumſtances of this poor Kingdom, or poflibly through 
Miſinformation, or perhaps through miſtaken Jealouſy, | 
or evil Will to this unfortunate country, may miſ- 
Tepreſent Matters to his Majeſty, and upon their miſ- 
taken or evil Advice, may poſſibly obtain the Sanction 
of his Majeſty's Name to Meaſures as foregne to the 
"Purpoſes of his patriot Heart, as to the Honor of his 
*Crown and the Intereſt of his People, it becomes theDuty 
of every good Legiſlator; who is, at once, the Counſelor 
of the Crownand the Guardian of the Rights of the Sub- 


ject, to examine and weigh, with the utmoſt Strianeſs  _ 


and Nicety, every Propoſal of every Miniſter, who uſes 
the King's Name, as a word of Office, f 
The Parlement are the onely competent Jodges of 
the State and Circumſtances of the Nation, and by them 
alone can his Maj jeſty be properly and faithfully in- 
formed of the Condition and Exigencies of the People, 
-and truly adviſed of ſuch Meaſures, as may be neceſ- 
ſary for the Security of their Freedom and Rights, from 
external, « as wel as internal Foes. 


= The”: 


C61] — 
The Crown, indeed, may ſee threatning «Dangers, 
long before they are apprehended by the People. And 
then, it becomes the Province, as well as the Duty, of 
Parlement, upon proper dae, to' ee for 
the aſcertained Exigency ; 
Vet, without the je fligheſt keen of impending 
Danger, while we have every Reaſon to complain of 
the heavy burden of our preſent Military Eſtabliſhment ; 
while Britain is rather diminiſhing than augmenting 
the Military Force of the united Kingdoms; while 
leſs than Five Thouſand have been deemed ſufficient, 
| for our Defence, when we were at war with ſome 
of the moſt formidable Powers of Europe, and a 
Rebellion raged from Scotland to the Centre of En- 
gland; while the Civil Power is found able to ex ecute it's 
moſt rigorous decrees, without the Aid of the Military, 
unleſs where Military Men are concerned; while . 
the moſt Violent and Lawleſs Outrages have been uni- 
verſally committed againſt the Civil Magiftrate, and 
the Laws have been trampled under Foot, without any | 
Neparation; while the moſt expenſive and burdenforn = 
EMRabliſhment has been kept up ſince the Peace, with- 
out any viſible Emergency, and while the Complaints 
of this Burden, with many of it's evil Confequences 
were by your Repreſentatives layed before the Throne, 
what Retreſs, what Comfort is offered to You? © — 
His Majeſty's gracious Anſwer to the Addreſs of the 
Commons, preſented with the Report of their Com- 
mittee, upon the Military Eſtabliſhment, Afures us, N 
that if any Alteration in tb Military Eftabliſhment of 
this Kingdom, Mail appear to bis Majeſty to be meceſ- 
fary, bir Majeſty will cauſe:fuch to be made, as will 


better provide for the Scourity of Ireland, and at the 


fame'Time, with due wee to "= cireumflances of 
_ Kingdom. | F 
WE. Thus 
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Thus far are we aſſured of his Majeſty's royal and be- 
nevolent intentions towards his moſt loyal people of Ire- 
land. And in this, we have not the moſt diſtant intimation 
of a neceſſity, or of any intention of his Majeſty to aug- 
ment his forces; probably, becauſe it could not be done, 
with due regard to the circumſtances of the kingdom, already © 
overwhelmed i in debt, and deprived of it's. e and *. 
gal freedom in trade. , 
"But while your faithful Coming Jommons, might. 
| have found ſome cauſe of conſolation. _ comfort in theſe 
gracious aſſurances of our ſoveregne; they received a meſ. 
ſage, of a very different import, from his vicegerent. 
His Excellency i is pleaſed to tell them, by one of his ſe- 
_ cretaries, that he is commanded by his Majeſty to inform 
them, „That the public ſervice of his Majeſty's king- 
doms requiring that ſome part of the troops kept on the 
eſtabliſhment of Ireland, ſhould be employed towards the 
neceſſary defence of his Majeſty's garriſons and plantations 
abroad; and that as it may be expedient, that a number 
of troops, not lefs than twelve thouſand men, commiſſion... 
ed and non-commiſſioned officers included, ſhould be kept 
within this kingdom, for the better defence of the ſame, 
excluſive of ſuch regiments on this eſtabliſhment, as are 
or may be employed in his Majeſty's faid garriſons and 
plantations; his Majeſty thinks it neceſſary, that his army 
on this eſtabliſhment, ſhould be augmented to fiveteen 
thouſand, two hundred and thirty-five men in the whole 3 
of which number, it is his Majeſty's intention that, as far 
as is conſiſtent with ſuch a defence as the ſafety of both 
kingdoms, in caſe of any ſudden or extraordinary emer- . 
gency, may require, a number of troops, not leſs than 
twelve thouſand men, commiſſioned and non-commiſſioned 
officers included, ſhall be kept within this pas for * 
better defence thereof, c. ? 5 
When you view the plan or ſcheme of this augments- 
B tion 
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tion, you will obſerve the number of forces' _ : 
make the new eſtabliſhment, is to be 15235 n men. | 
"That the fum neceflary to be raiſed } ) 
for this augmentation, as calculated by 
the miniſtry, to be no lefs han 
And that the additional annual expence, . | on 
by the miniſtry alfo calculated, is not to 53 wy 12 6 
fall ſhort of, whatever it may excede, 
But, of the neceſſity of ſuch augmentation, or c le | 
advantages to reſult from it, nothing that I ſee concluſive 
or ſatisfaQory, is offered to induce us to plunge into the 
enormous expence, and the apparent danger to our evil 
liberty. 5 
We are, indeed, told in his Excellency's wil thats 
« The meaſure is calculated to maintain the honor and 
dignity of the crown, to 8 the public ſervice, and fo 
add ſtrength to the army.” 
With all due deference to his Excellency's judgements 
be it ſayed; J cannot ſee how any unneceſſary augmenta- 
tion of the number of the army, in times of profound, 
univerſal peace, can add aught to the honor or dignity | 
of the crown, which are ever beſt maintained and ſup- 
ported by the affections of a free and loyal people. The 
hearts of ſubjects, intereſted in defending the king and 
conſtitution of their country, muſt make the moſt ſecure 
and permanent baſis of the throne. Whereas military 
mercenaries have been known, in every age and nation of 
the world, the bane of both King and conſtitution. 
With like deference, I cannot ſee how a greater number 
of forces, than have hitherto been found neceſſary in times 
of peace, can promote the public ſervice, if I underſtand 
what public ſervice means. My ideas of public fervice 
are to encourage and promote religion and morality, to 
inculcate a juſt reverence and obſervance of the laws, to 
r juſt notions of allegiance and loyalty, to extend 
and 


5 J. 


and. improve >a EB and to firzng th 1 
ſecure the national conſſitution. How far the propaſed 
augmentation of the military force tends to forward or im- 


pede theſe, judge from the conduct of armies diſprepor- | 
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tioned to the ſtrength of the. people, in other | ec 
well as in England and Ireland. : 

I can, indeed, with his Excellency, __ conceive, or 
the augmenting the number of the military muſt add 
ſtrength to the army. But, I dread, that it will in pro- 
portion, as it has done in every other nation and age of the 
world, diminiſh the ſtrength; weight and dignity of the 
civil power. And if we have found; that when our «eſta. 
bliſhment has not exceded fix or ſeven thouſand men, the 
authority of the civil magiſtrate has been ſpurned at, and 
the laws trampled under foot, even in the face of govern- 
ment, by the regiments appointed to guard the city; what 
are we to expect from an increaſed number, with an aſ- 
ſurance of their being kept at home? Will the greater 
number prove more ameſnable to the laws, than the leſs 
has proved? Can contempt of magiſtrates, breaches of 
laws, and diſregard to government, ſuch as we have ſeen 
in this city, to ſay nothing of other more remote parts of 
_ the kingdom, tend to maintain the honor and dignity, of the 

crotun, or to promote public ſervice? I cannot. imagine it⸗ 
with all the reſpect I bear the many real gentlemen. in.the 
army, who are intereſted in the honor of the crown, and 
the freedom and proſperity of the kingdom, on whom the 
ſafety and ſecutity of the nation may be, in a great mea- 
ture, thought to depend; when. by the following r eport, 
it will appear, that a greater proportion of officers to men, 
| than! is now intended, with all their might, were not able 
to prevent the city gaol's being broke open, twice in two 
days ſucceſſively, by the common ſoldieto in the barracks., 7 
though it is notorious, a number ef the inſurgents] Ton; 
devouze, the ſecond day af the rifertettion; ia he raf 


ſquare * the barrraks. | 
| B 2 | 80 


[.% 1, 

So that you may ſee, My Loxp and GrnTLEMEN 

that it is not the burden of the increaſed eſtabliſhment, I 
dread, though I think it will prove intollerable, as an un- 
neceſſary augmentation of an eſtabliſhment, which, in it's 
weakeſt ſtate, has been able to overturn the civil conſtitu- 

tion, and did actually overthrow it, ſo late as the Jear 
mm 

Had this daring inſult to majeſty, to government and 
laws been fully and fairly layed open, to our ſoveregne or 
his repreſentative, as I long contended for, in vane; I cannot 
ſuppoſe that any miniſter of his majeſty would have been 
hardy enough to recommend the preſent meaſure. I ſhall 
therefore, lay the evidence of the facts, as I took them, 
fairly before you, that they may furniſh you with proper 
arguments, and induce the king and whole ood to 
yield to our loyal and juſt remonſtrances. 

I need not trouble you with recitals of the many out- 
rages upon liberty and the laws, committed by the ſoldiery 
in other parts of this kingdom, as muſt be preſumed, in 
: deſpite of their officers: I ſhall onely trouble you with call- 
ing to your mind, the taking one of your high ſherifs, Mr. 
Donovan, as an hoſtage for ſome riotous ſoldiers, taken and. 
committed to gaol by the lord mayor; the dragging him 
like a criminal, by a party of ſoldiers, to the barrack, and. 
keeping him there, confined, till their brother rioters. 
were ee by their order, without any Proceſs of 


law. 


8 may be ſayed, that this was done by the ſoldiery, i in 
ſpite to their officers —Granted. I am as unwilling to ſuf- 
pea officers capable of abetting, or even wilfully conniv- 
ing at ſuch outrages, as any man. But if ſuch things 
might be done, when there was an officer to every three 
or four private men; what are we to expect, when the 
proportion of private men, to officers, is to be greatly in- 
creaſed? And what reparation was made to the civil power 
for this abominable inſult ? Was any - ara . for 
this 


HF 
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this horrid ci crime, * the common law. No, 5 a. 
are you to expect better treatment from an augmentation? 


You muſt aſk the miniſters; Fore A I am tin 


their ſecrets. 1 


But, enormous and gigantic. as | this outrage muſtappear, 
it is but a trifle, a pigmy, compared to the riot, of which 


I took down the evidence, in the committee, Let me 1 | 
freſh ) your memory with abſtracts from my notes. 


It was given me in evidence, that a party of ſoldiers, 
being patrolling the ſtreets, without a civil magiſtrate, too, 
on Sunday the fourth of Auguſt, 176 
ſented his firelock at one Derbam, with N 
had ſome diſpute, and ſhot him through the mouth. 80 
that he loſſed a great part of his tongue, gums and teeth, 


and languiſhed in miſerable circumſtances, unable to earn 


a livelihood for himſelf or his family, 

"That this ſoldier was taken and 3 to 8 
cout of which, he was reſcued by A party. of armed ob, 
diers, on the ſixth day of Auguſt, about noon. 


That, by the teſtimony of a perſon of credit and cha⸗ ; 


rater, who was in a timber-yard of his, . oppoſite to the 


royal ſquare in the barracks, on the ſeventh of Auguſt 


following, it appears that he ſaw a great crowd of ſol- 


diers aſſemble in the ſquare. That ſeeing no officer with - 


them, he aſked ſome diſbanded ſoldiers, who worked with 
him as ſawyers, what could be the occaſion of ſuch 


crowds of ſoldiers, without officers ? To which, they an- 
ſwered, that the ſoldiers had taken a ſoldier out of new- 


gate, the day before, and they ſuppoſed, they were going 


upon ſome ſuch errand again. That, in about a quarter 
of an hour, they marched out of the barrack; and he 


kept his eye upon them, till the houſes interpoſed, and 


ſoon after, he ſaw them again, going over Bloody: Bridge; 5 
where he obſerved the ſwords in their hands glitter in the 
ſun, and heared them ſhout Vet all this, we muſt 


ſuppoſe, could not be, or it ſurely would have been, pre- 
B 3 5 vented 


0 one of them pre- ä 
whom he formerly 


br ae 


ä 
vented by the vi igilance and authority of the officers, eſpe- 
cially, as the lord mayor, fo lately appriſed the com- 
manding officer, of the riot of the preceding day, and 
domanded the proper ſatisfaction and * to the abuſed 


and inſulted civil power. 
On che ſeventh of Auguſi, the town was aimed, ſo 


early. as nine in the morning, by parties of ſoldiers pa- 
trolling the town with ſide arms, in a riotous manner. It 
appears, by the teſtimony of credible perſons about Newgate, 
as well as of the under- gaoler and turnkey, that about four 
hundred ſoldiers came by Corn-market to the gaol, with 
ſuords drawn, floyriſhing and ſhouting. That they got 
up to the door, and after ſtriking at it ſometime, with 
ſledges and a butcher's cleaver, they at length broke 
it open and diſcharged criminals to the number uf up- 
wards of ſeverity. That ſuch as were double bolted were 
carried out by the ſoldiers, and ſuch as were in lighter | 
| ſhackles, ran away, That before the door was broke 
open, two officers, with a party of ſoldiers from the main 
guard, uſed every means in their power to quell, and diſ 
the riot, but in vane. That when the officers, with 
ſmall canes or rattans, ſtruck the riotous ſoldiers, theſe 
returned the blows, and at the ſame time made feint 
ſtrokes at the guard of ſoldiers, which fell with the flat 
ol their ſwords upon the barrels of their firelocks, and ſoon 
_ afivy both joined and chatted together in great good hu- 
mor, the riotous ſoldiers leaning on the ſhoulders of the 
guards, That, after many fruitleſs attempts of the officers 
to relieve the gaol, they were at length, forced to retite 
to. Girn-market, where they ſtood with their men for 
_ ſome; time, ufing all: mild means to diſſuade the rioters 
from their purpoſes, but to none effect. That, in about 
three quarters of an hour; they broke open the priſon, 
apd made a general gaol delivery in about twenty five | 
minutes after; That 4 reinforcement from other guards 
n but to no a Aua, _ about fiveteen-or 
| treaty 


E 
twenty minutes after the priſoners were chang 
guard of foot came from the barracks: 
This evidence is corroborated | by n of Lieutenant 
Barrington, who upon the report of the ſoldiers' coming 
to break open the gaok, on the 5th of ' Auguſt, ſent a rein- 
foreement from the main guard to that of Newgate; That 
he got, with this reinforcement, to Newgate about & quar- 
ter after eleven, but; that the rioters got there before fim. 
That be got up to the door with his men, and ffood upon 
"the defenſive; That he ſaw Captain Piel! and Enfſign 
Fliflon of the ſixty-fourth regiment, and Lieutenarits 
"White and Hamilton of the fivety-ſixth.” And that they all 
uſed their utmoſt means to quell tlie riot, but to no pur- 
poſe. That as the rioters grew more furious, the officers, 
who aſſiſted him, were forced to yield to the multitude. 
And that being obliged to. a& onely upon the defentive, 
| having no civil magiſtrate to give him command, and hay- 
ing his few men ſeparated from him and diſarmed, he Was 
1 at length forced to retire towards Corn. mar ket, vbete k 
| waited ſome time, in vane, and finding the rioters had 
ceded, fent back the guard. That they had not got Ye 
ther than half-way i into High-ftreet, when he faw. "them 
"return, with another reinforcement ire rom the Caj 1 epard, 
with the high, conſtable ; to. whom he told it was 100 late, | 
as the gaol was broke open. N 
_ , Moreover, it appears, from Arc teſtimoſi & We. 
. key of Newgate, that neither the uy: guard without ng | 
the centinels within, would obey * 25 give an Fine 
oppo poſition to the riotous ſoldiers. So tha tl TRIP 11 bb 


neither non-commiſſion or commiſſioned officers had 
: kind of influence or authority in preventing or 1 is 


riot. And if ſo, when the : proportion: of officers to priv ate 
: men, is great, what can be expected, when the propogen | 

of the private men to, officers i is augmented? ts” 
After the gaol was broke open and the prifoners gi. 
charged, a guard, commanded from the barrack, . 
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But they could do no more, than endeavour to prevent the 
miſchief at other gaols; which they effected accordingly,in 
concert with the lord mayor, who was told it was the opinion 
of one of the officers, that if his lordſhip had timely 
marched a detachment of the guard from the barrack, in 
purſuit of the riotous ſoldiers and the diſcharged priſoners, 
ſome of them might have been apprehended or retaken. 
And that, about the 8th or gth of Augu/t, the officers, of 
their own accord, brought ſeveral of the riotous ſoldiers 
before the Lord Mayor at the Tholſel, and that examina- 
tions were offered againſt the offenders, and preſſed by the 
officers to be taken and to have the criminals, for the of- 
fences againſt the civil power, committed to the common 
gaol, to be dealt with agreeable to the common law; all 
which, his lordſhip declined, ſaying, he onely acted there as 
a civil magiſtrate, to adminiſter an oath; that as they were 
ſoldiers that were the criminals, it belonged to the officers 
_to-puniſh them; beſides, as Newgate was broke open, he 
had-no place to ſecure them. Nor would he commit them, 
though the field officers offered to enter into bonds to the 
extent of their fortunes, for the ſecurity of ſuch as he 
ſhould commit, againſt any attempt of the ſoldiery. And 
as the lord mayor would not commit them to the common 
gaol, the officers judged it incumbent on them to commit 
the offenders to the martial priſon. 
© This conduct of the chief magiſtrate * no doubt, 
lurpriſe you at firſt hearing it. But your ſurpriſe will be 
raiſed and change it's object, when, by the teſtimony of 
that very magiſtrate, it appears, that he acted in the whole 
of this extraordinary affair, by the direction of govern- 
ment! 25 

This manila e the committee, that he took 
the examinations againſt Turner, the' ſoldier, who ſhot 
Derbam, out of the juſtices office, to government; whom 
he was commanded to attend. That he took the ex- 
8miinations of ſome e and got others taken by 

| other 
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other juſtices, and took them, with the cocker 5 calendar 
and delivered them to the lords juſtices and council, where 
they were ſeverally read, and ordered to be left. That 
he got all back again, except Der bam s examination 
That having heared that a ſoldier committed to New- 
gate by one of the juſtices had been reſcued out of, the 
gaol, next morning, he went with his attendants to the 
barrack and reſolved to have an interview with the 
commanding officer, who was colonel Naper. That he 
demanded that ſatisfaction for the extraordinary inſult 

on the civil power, committed | tlie ſoldiers in break- 
ing open newgate. "Threatened to lay open the whole 
affair before government, but wiſhing to have. it in his 
power to make the moſt favourable report of the con- 
duct of the gentlemen of the army, he expected to hear 
a ſatisfactory account of the inquiries the colonel ſhould 
make by the next morning. That the colonel promiſing 
todo all in his power, the lord mayor proceded to the 
-market-houſe. That before he had gone through the 
ordinary buſineſs of his office, he heared a cry, .5 the 
* ſoldiers are coming again.“ That, upon looking out, 
he faw a large body of ſoldiers, to the number of about 
three hundred, huzzaing and crying liberty, keeping to- 
gether in a diſtin& column, unmixed with the populace, 
who followed but did not join them. That inraged at 
this, after what had paſſed between him and colonel 
Naper, his indignation aroſe, and his firſt reſolution was 
to go and oppoſe them, unguarded and unaſſiſted as he 
was; but was diſſuaded from ſo raſh an attempt by thoſe 
in him, who then were onely his clerk, the high con- 
ſtable and the ſword-beargr, , But upon recollecting the 
outrage of the preceding day, and the nature of his ap- 
plication to the commanding officer that morning, he 
could not conſider a ſecond appearance of the ſame ſort, 
in the nature of a common or accidental mob of the 
rabble or * and that he at all times conſidered it 


extremely 


E 46 J 
extremely improper for a magiſtrate to appear in ſuch 
caſes, but when he had it in his power to ſuppreſs riots 
and outrages. That he therefore immediately deter- 
mined to ſend for a proper force and fo diſpatched his 


celerk, with all poffible expedition to the barrack, to in- 


form the commanding officer of this ſecond riot, and to 
deſire immediate aſſiſtanee, to prevent further miſchief. 
That in the ſame inſtant, he directed the high conftable 
to go with all expedition poffible for the main guard, to 
command their attendance in Corn Marlet. That in a 
few minutes after, he ſent a ſervant to the officer of the 
inſirmary guard in St. Jamer f- ffreet, deſiring his affiſtance 
alſo. That his idea was that if theſe ſeveral guards came 

timely to his aid, he might fet himſelf at their head and 
hem in the rioters, till fufficient force might ceme from 
the barrack to retrieve the gaol. That having diſpatched 
theſe feverat meſſengers, he waited with impatience for 
ſome of the required aſſiſtance. But having received no 


intimation of the arrival of any of the guards, till about 


3 quarter of an hour after the gaot was broke open, and 
the aſſiſtance which then came being not above fix or ſe- 
ven men and a ſerjeant, who had met the riotous ſoldiers 


at the upper end of Fomes's-ffreet, going as they were 


informed, towards Hiimainbum, that he then thought it 
was to no purpoſe, with ſo.ſmall force to attempt the pur- 
ſuitof the numerous rioters, and therefore judged it moſt ex- 


pedient, to wait for the expected reinforcement from the bar- 


rack, which accordingly arrived, in about twenty minutes 
after. And upon the firſt intimation of their arrival, he 
dire ly went down to them and found them drawn up. in 
Cut-purſe-row and under Newgate, when he was addreſſed 
by the officers and called to for orders, His anſwer was, 
that he was now at a loſs, what anſwer to give as the 
miſchief was already done, and that by a body of armed 
ſoldiers. And therefore renewed the requeſt he had be- 
fore wade to colonel Naper, that they ſhould immedi- 
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ately take ſuch meaſures; as the rules and diſcipline-of the _ 
army ſhould point out, as the moſt” effectual for the diſ- 
covering and apprehending the perſons who had been 
concerned” in the riot on the preceding day, as well as 
this. And as they conſiſted of great numbers, it could not 
be difficult to lay hold on a- fuſficient number for puniſh- 
ters intended to break open the county gaol and other gaols 
in the city, it was properly propoſed by the officers, that 
a guard ſhould be diſpatched with an officer to Kilmainham, 
in order to prevent the intended miſchief there, and then 
directed an other guard for the defenoe of the Four - Court 
Marſhalſea, and a third, under the command of a juſtice 'of | 
peace of the county, into the liberty, in order to endea- 
vour the recovery of ſome of the priſoners, who had been 
turned out of goal. After theſe diſpoſitions, he reſolved 
to lay. thoſe tranſaQions before government, and went to 
the Lord Chancellor's country ſeat for the purpoſe. That 
a council was ealled the next day, which the Lord Mayor 
was ordered to attend, when he layed the ſeveral examina 
tions and all other information he could, before tlie 
Board, That Colonels Naper and Barlow were called in, 
to whom government expreſſed their horror of the riot, 
and the crimes of the ſoldiers, and intimated the neceſſity: - 
of ſetting an enquiry on foot, to diſcover the offenders. 
And as the officers intimated the neceſſity of being aſſiſted 
by a civil magiſtrate, he offered his ſervices, and the 
next day was appointed, at the Tholſel, for che purpoſe. 
That a great number of officers appeared there, and 
3 thither a number of ſoldiers, charged with being 
concerned in the riots. That finding the number fo great, 
that he congeived it impoſſible to reduce their teſtimony to 
ſeparate examinations, he directed his clerk to take down 
heads of examinations,. and got each to ſign his on ex- 
amination, and he ſigned it after them. That ſeven per- 
fore were particularly * and ſet apart as priſoners. 
That 


— 
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That upon the officers deſiring o «now how he would 
have the eee diſpoſed of, he anſwered, that in the pre - 
ſent defenceleſs ſtate of the broken goal, the goaler and 
turnkey under dreadful apprehenſions, and the under-goa- 
ler, lying ill of a wound, and when the two outrages 
that had been ſo lately committed, were occaſioned by the 
confinement of one ſoldier only, he thought he could nor 
in juſtice, and conſiſtent with the peace and ſafety of the 
city, commit ſeven ſoldiers to that goal under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, and that he apprehended, it would prove another 
invita tion to the ſoldiers to commit a new outrage. And 
therefore recommended it to the officers to commit the of- 


fenders to the Provoſt marſhalſea, until the pleaſure of 


government ſhould be known. That this was agreed to by 
the officers, and the rioters were conducted to that priſon, 
under a guard commanded by one of the ſherifs. That, 
the officers upon the enquiry, expreſſed their reſent- 
ment and deſired to have the offenders puniſhed. That the 

evening following, he communicated all that paſſed to go... 
vernment, he judged it his duty to wait their deliberations, 


And in the event found, their reſolutions were to have 


thoſe men tried and puniſhed by a Court-martial, as the 
likelieſt to infli& capital puniſhment on ſuch extraordinary 
offenders. But finding the expectations of the publick 
diſappointed by the ſentence of the court martial, he re- 
| dbvubled his attention and endeavours to diſcover ſome o- 
thers of the diſorderly ſoldiers, in order to bring them to 
trialand puniſhment at common law ; that the public 
might have the ſatisfaction of having the offenders tried by 
both laws. And having heard of one Campbell a ſoldier, 
who could give information againſt one Mbiteroſe and one 
Conway, as rioters, he wrote a letter to the commanding 
officer at the Barrack, requiring the aforeſaid -three per- 
| fons to be ſent to him for the purpoſe. Campbell being 
ſent 1 bis examinations taken * the other two, 

he 
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he. ſent one .of the ſheriffs to. demand the offenders, who 
were given, up and committed to. Newgate; . while the 
examinant Was ſecured in the Black Dog priſon. That 
having alſo. communicated this to to government, a proſecu- 
tion was directed to be carried on, at · the ſuit of the cron? 
upon which he delivered the examinations into the hands 
of the crown ſollicitor. That, he heareds and believed, 
that there were ſeveral ſoldiers. ſentenced to be whipped, 
by a court martial, and that Turner the firſtipldier, was 
afterward tried and convicted of an aſſault upon erbam. 
That, the ſeveral heads of examinations againſt the 
ſeven ſoldiers were taken upon oath, and that he would 
have had them reduced to a regulat form, had he not 
learned that it was the pleaſure of government, they ſbould 
be tried by the mertial Jaws, and would have bound, o- 
ver the examinants, had he not been informed by govern- 
ment, that they were to be tried by a court martial Be- 
ing aſked, what he meaned by government, he anſwer- 
| ed, the Lord Chancellor. And agreed in the teſtimony : 
of the officers, with reſpect to their giving ſecurity for 
the gaol being kept, but could not . for the N 
aforeſayed. 3 3 

I believe you will wks me judge it unneceſſary to a6 2 
minutely i into the reſt of the evidence, layed before this 
committee; ſuch as the depoſitions of a clerk of the 5 
crown, to ſhew the irregularity and impropriety of tax-— 


ing the original examinations out of the juſtices -office, - 


till they were returned to the proper court; or into that 
of one of your grand jurors, who ſhewed the true, con- 
ſtitutional ſpirit of the grand jury, in inquiring for the . 
examinations, which ſhould have come before them, 
with the applauſe given them by the court, on one 
day, for their ſpirited conſtitutional conduct, or of the 
rebuke given them the following day for the fame. | 
You muſt have ſeen their loyal, juſt and becoming re- 
Preſentation to the court againſt the military outrages | 
| and 


„ | 
. and the ſuppreſſion of the examinations, which inter- 


rupted public juſtice, and the afferting the authority of 


the laws, and the civil magiſtrate; theſe and ſome o- 


ther like circumftances, in the report, which I am ready 
to produce, muſt een nen * e the obſerva- 
tion of moſt of yolußn. 

It is ſufficient for me b t ſuch holes and 
Ant outrages were committed by the 2 
gainſt the civil power, as made the officers of the ar- 
my bluſh, aud bring the crimmals as expeditiouſly as poſs 
ſible to make attonement, by trying and [puniſhing them, 
by due eourſe of common law, But, chat the chief ma- 
giſtrate, under the direction of government, gave up the 
offenders to be committed to a military priſon, and t 


be tried and puniſhed by the martial law; and fo erect- 


ed a military government, and a martial tribunal, upon 
the ſpoils of the civil govermnent and conſtitution. 

What has once been, may well be again. Lock into all the 
nations of the world, antient and modern, who have loſſed 
their liberty, and heaven knows how few have retained it; 
you will find none of them were compleatly inſtaved, till 
they raiſed a ſtanding army, ſuperior in ſtrength to the ci- 
vil power. Thus fell -Greece and Rome. Thus are the 


ſeveral members of the Germanic empire become deſpotic. 


Thus Spain, with her Coxxrzs, and France, with her 
STATES, making as free a conſtitution as Britain 


can now boaſt, were reduced to, and will probably ever 


be kept in, abject ſubjeQion and ſlavery, by mercenary 
troops, perhaps firſt raiſed under the ſpecious pretence of 
defending and ſtrengthening the civil power, but, in the 
end, fatally uſed to inſlave, and overturn it. And can any 
of you, be inſenſible of the havock made by an army 
raiſed by the authority of parlement, to defend the peo- 
ple from the tyranny of one of their king's in England? 
Was not the civil and eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment of three 
kingdoms overturned, and were not all e to anar- 


chy and a military government? 
Can 
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Oun any of you point out a ſingle ſtate b „in 
which bee _— e ee OT INN 
together? ; 

You may "WE of you hw at Britain: let a re- 
member, that that wiſe people would never ſuffer a bare 
rack to be built among them, well knowing, that the 
more the ſoldiery are detached from civil Pociety, the 
greater ferocity they muſt contract, and the greater con- 
tempt for all laws and rules, but thoſe maintained by the 
ſword. This is viſible in the difference of the diſpoſition * 
and manners- of the ſoldiers, quartered- -upon, and thoſe * 
mixed with the burghers, and theſe--cooped up in bar- 
racks, in the one place, military riots and outrages upon 
the civil power are rarely, if ever heard of, in che mühen, 
they are frequent. 

_ Beſides, the wiſe ſubjets. of Englond.. hone. ed 
laws for the maintainance, regulation, and diſcipline of theis 
army from year to year. And in theſe it is annually de- 
clared, that THE KEEPING UP A.8TANDING ARMY. IN . 
Traxs or PEACE 18 CONTRARY-TQ LAw ;- then:the. 
number neceſlary is declared, and limitted by parlement.. 
And in order to inable officers to keep up neceſſaryiſtrict diſ- 
cipline and to punifh crimes againſt the eſtabliſhment ;, pre- 
paratory to the inaQing clauſes, there is this nohle aflertion 
of Britiſh liberty; WHEREAS No MAN, CAN BE FORP- | 
JUDGED OF LiFE ox LIMB, OR SUBJECTED IN Tims. 
OF PEACE.TO ANY KIND OF-.PUNISHMENT; 'WITH= 
IN THIS REALM, BY 'MARTIAL | LAw, oR IN Adr 
oTHEeR MANNER, THAN, BY THE, JUDGEMENT. or 
nis PEERS, AND ACCORDING TO.THE:KNOWN. AND: 
ESTABLISHED LAWS OF THE REALM, &. 

Have we made any declarations: or — o theſs.. 
effects? Or, will thoſe who, contend: that the Engliſh... 
ſtatute is in force here, of which: number Jam not, allow 
us to be included in theſe infrancbiſing reste There 2 
are no ſuch pretenſions. 


Think 


* 


W to keep no leſs than twelve thouſand men con- 
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Think of theſe things, with your uſual cantivn nid 
judgement, and conſider whether laws and proviſions to 
theſe effects are not as me for this kingdom, as for 
the next. 

I have now layed before you the ſtates of the preſe nt 
and the propoſed eſtabliſhments. You ſee how burden- 
ſome and manages the one is, and how intolerable the 

other. 1 

Vet, let me repete it, they are not the expences of 
either, as far as they may be found tolerable, that ſtrike 
me; but the imminent danger, that, in ſome future time, 
for we can have no ſuch ſuſpicion of the preſent, ſome 
tyrannical prince or wicked miniſter, may eaſily overturn 
the conſtitution and eraſe all traces of civil liberty, by the 
forces, raiſed and maintained for their ſupport and defence. 
And I do contend for it, in the inſtances of thoſe military - 
riots, in which it appears not, that an individual offender 
was puniſhed-by the common law, that your conſtitution 
was ſuſpended, if not for a time, perverted, from a civil, 
to a military government, and that, by the countenance, 
if not the poſitive direction, of your rulers. 

Is this then a time to propoſe an augmentation of wat 
power, from which we have ſo lately ſuffered fo ſeverely, 
and from which, we have ſo much to dread, for ourſelves 
and poſterity ? Let your cool heads and loyal hearts de- 
termine. 

Had this been as fully and fairly repreſented to his 

majeſty and the wiſe and loyal of his miniſters, is it to be 
imagined, that this dangerous and deſtructive ſcheme had 
been propoſed?— No; no more than that royal thanks 


mould be thrown away upon a certain officer, whoſe un- 


foreſeen and unexpected abſence from his duty, delayed 


the relief demanded by the chief magiſtrate. 
Some may be taken with the lure thrown out, of an 


A 
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ſtantly in ibis kingdom. 'This, indeed, may make the | 
national expence more tolerable, but offers no ſecurity 
for civil liberty, 

But, let. thoſe, with whom ſuch conſiderations. 3 

any weight, conſider the qualifying proviſion annexed; 
twelve theuſand are to be kept at home, as far as is Fs 
Siftent with ſuch a defence as the ſafety of both kingdoms, - 
in caſe of any 7 udden or extraordinary emergency, may re- 
quire. 

Thus, the outwitted ſtates of France, thought they 
made an happy and certain ſecurity for their own power 
and the rights of the people, by inacting, that the ſubject 
ſhould not be taxed or have any money levied upon them, 
without the expreſs authority of the ſtates, adding this un- 
fortunate ſalvo,. unleſs upon ſome extraordinary emergency. 

Who is to judge of this ſudden or extraordinary emer- 
gency.?—The King or the miniſter, to be ſure. In their 

Judgement, 1 in France, an extraordinary emergency was never. 

wanting. So that the King, or his miniſter, never ſince - 
has found it neceſſary to call the ſtates together: They 
create, and are judges of, the extraordinary emergency; ſo 
that the people are taxed at the diſcretion of the miniſter, 
in the name of the King, upon every emergency, which is 
reckoned extraordinary, while the ſubjeQs or ſtates dare 
not complain or murmur, being kept in ſervile ſubjection, 
by the military force, raiſed upon, and ſupported by, ſuch 
pretended emergencies, which, in ſuch a government, can 
never be. wanting. | | 

Wiſe, juſt, righteous and patriot a as our preſent gracious 
King and adminiſtra tion may be, what ſecurity have we, 
that their ſucceſſors, will always be adorned with the vir- 
tues of their predeceſſors? May not ſome future ambitious _ 
prince and crafty miniſter, perpetually find out ſudden and. 
extraordinary emergencies, to draw off thoſe forces, which 
you are to maintain, at an expence, which muſt unavoid- | 
ably ſoon make your nation bankrupt, if the pay of theſe 

| C | troops 


i * 

i: * „ 
troops. vas not ipent at home, and which, if it ſhould, may 

; bs latin in liberty, ſlaves, if they be kept at 

"Duradful alteativel Either WAY, ruin 2 JeſtryQion, 
in my apprehenſion, ſtare you in the face. But, you are 
the beſi judges, au to Jour yndgament, 1, hall ahearfully 
ſubmit. 

"Jo the left inngonse, with . which W and. 
ſupported me, you recommended a militia bill, as the juſt 
and proper means to promote the natural defence and 
ſtrength of the nation. But, three prerogative adjourn- 
ments of the houſe of commons, have prevented the paſ- 
ſing that deſirable law, which muſt have made this 1 

rible augmentation unqueſtionably unneceſſarx. 

After having zealouſly. labored to promote the nd | 
intereſt of the king and his ſubſtitutes, as much as any 
man in my ſphere, if not more; after laboring with un- 
wearied, indeed, indefatigable indufiry and care, in the 

common . cauſe, and having promoted and introduced fo 
many bills for the general good of the kingdom, and the 
particular advantage of this city; I cannot help lamenting, 
that your choice of a repreſentative has fallen upon ſo in- 
conſiderable a perſon, as me; ſince I find it has been made 
a point, with our rulers, to ſupreſs moſt of the bills, by me 
introduced, and by order of the commons, by me pre- 
ſented to government, to be tranſmitted to his Majeſty. 
However unworthy, I may be found, this is an error in 
our legiſlative polity, which. the repreſentative body of - 
the nation cannot be ſuppoſed to bear long. Tf there be 
ay power, which can preſume to cut off the neceſſary, 
eſſential, and fundamental intercourſe, between the ſecond 
and third eſtate, with the. firſt, on which the very exiſ- 
tence of e d e. our eee cannot t be a 
ſayed to exiſt. | | 
The King can refuſe. no petition 8 a Or His' 


* are his * and therefore cannot be greater 
than 


than dis es A 
juſt cauſe to complain, and are intituled to redreſ. A 
tis cannot be denied You, wok? you es: wie 
ſiſt upon your right. 
Every bill, from either 11 00 Wee e 
to the king, and there neither is ar can be any many or 
body of men, who dare interpoſe and flop the neceſſary 


free and frequent intercourſe betwen the king and his par- 


lement, unleſs lawleſs force overturns the conſtitution. ' 

Now, My coop LoxD Mayor, and YOU! ay 
WwoRTRY FELLOW CITIZENS, FRIENDS and CoNeTI» 
TVENTS, take theſe matters into your {erious and prudent 
conſideration. Examine the whole, with your uſual pene- 
tration and judgement. - Put my-conduQ-to the niceſt and 
ſtricteſt teſt. - With pride, I confeſs my ſelf Jour ſervant, - 
ſubje& to your admonition, and e deins HN 
ſerve your inſtructions. 

- Excuſe the irregularity of the Gears 1 1 you, 
Time, the ſtate of my health, and numberleſs uns voiĩdahle 
avocations, could not admit of making it more correct 
and perfect. I throw it out thus, as 4 ward 10 the wifh 
If it appears, as I fear it muſt, very deſective, you will 
humanely accept the Wi. or” the. Deed, . oy yu” 
wiſdom, ſupply my defects. 

Conſider the weight of debt, * which your poor 
country labors. Conſider the ſtate of the preſent burden- 
ſome and ill-managed, military eſtabliſhment. Conſider 


- 


the conſequences of increaſing that eſtabliſhment, under 


which the civil government was ſo lately ſuſpended, or ra- 


ther overturned. "Conſider the immediate additional bur- 
den of near ſeventy thouſand pounds, and the burden of 


almoſt fourty thouſand pounds a year, to be layed. upon a 
wretched country, ſunk already almoſt mretrievably in 
debt. Conſider what you have already ſuffered under your 
preſent forces, though made up of about one third officers, 
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| who are generally gentlemen of reſpeQable- families and 
' Connexions, and ſome of them, natives. And conſider 
what may hereafter be the conſequence, when the propor- 
tion of officers is ſmaller, and theſe perhaps not of rank, 
characters or qualifications, equal to the preſent. 

Lou muſt always remember, that Sr AN DING PAR- 
LEMzNTS and STANDING ARMIES have ever proved the 
moſt dangerous enemies to civil liberty. By your virtuous 
applications, ſeconded by the univerſal voice of the nation, 
you have happily got ſhut of the former. You are now 
called upon to oppoſe your weight to the later, which is 
by no means the leſt terrible. 

I have preſumed, brieflſy to lay the ſtate of theſe mat- 
ters, with my ſentiments upon them, thus open to your 
view, - Your penetration and ſagacity, and public ſpirit, 
may, and I hope, will lead you further. I ſhall wait with 
impatience for the fruit of your deliberation. And as I 
pretend to no weight or conſequence, but what I derive 
from you; I flatter my ſelf, your unvaried attachment to 
the honor and dignity of the crown, your patriot regard to 
the true intereſt, freedom and happineſs of your country and 
ea will be manifeſted in your inſtructions to | 


Mx Loxp and GZNTLEMEN, 
Your moſt faithful, 
Moſt affectionate, 
Muooſt obedient, 
r 
| Moſt devoted Repreſentative 
"OY Mr Brod, And Servant, | | 
Kot 21, 1768. = C. LUCAS. 
, Fi important qiftion comes on in the houſe, 
on on Monday next. | 


